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CREW
Director: JAVIER RUIZ CALDERA

Screenplay: BREIXO CORRAL and PABLO ALEN

Executive Producers: MARÍA ANGULO, ENEKO LIZARRAGA, FRANCISCO SÁNCHEZ

Producers: ENEKO LIZARRAGA, FRANCISCO SÁNCHEZ, ENRIQUE LÓPEZ LAVIGNE, BELÉN ATIENZA, MIKEL LEJARZA Y MERCEDES GAMERO

Delegate Producer:  JOSÉ TORRESCUSA

Line Producer: MARTA SÁNCHEZ

Production Designer: SILVIA STEINBECHT

Director of Photography: ARNAU VALLS

Editing: ALBERTO DE TORO

Sound Mixer: SALVA MAYOLAS

Sound Design: PELAYO GUTIÉRREZ

Music: JAVIER RODERO

Makeup: ELI ADÁNEZ

Hair stylist: SERGIO PÉREZ

Costume Designer: CRISTINA RODRÍGUEZ

Special Effects: LLUIS CASTELLS

Casting Director: JUANA MARTÍNEZ

 
CAST
 INMA CUESTA                        Ruth

 MARTÍN RIVAS                       Dani

QUIM GUTIÉRREZ                  Jonás

PACO LEÓN                               Mikel

ROSSY DE PALMA                  Ruth’s mother

MARIA BOTTO                        Ruth’s boss

LAURA SÁNCHEZ                     Alex

BERTO ROMERO                     Pedro

 

PRODUCTION INFO
Shooting Start Date: 14/10/2012

Shooting Duration: 7 WEEKS

Budget: 2.5€

Distribution: WARNER BROS.

Locations: BARCELONA

Format: 2:35 HD

Duration:  90 MIN

Shooting Language: SPANISH

SHORT SYNOPSIS
What's worse than your ex-boyfriend  marrying another girl and getting invited to their wedding? Yes, being invited three times in a month, finding no way to say 'no', and only convincing your intern to go with you.

LONG SYNOPSIS
Is there anything worse than your ex-boyfriend marrying another girl and getting invited to their wedding? 

Yes, this happening thrice in a month, being unable to say no and only managing to convince your new intern to go with you.
Someone with commitment issues, a screwed-up surfer and a transgender who’s now a hottie… Three ex-boyfriends for three weddings. A wild combination for Ruth, who will have to face her past and decide whom she wants to share her future with.

ADVERTISING TEXTS
Is there anything worse than your ex-boyfriend marrying another girl and getting invited to their wedding?  Yes, this happening thrice in a month. And exactly under this premise and based on a true story, is how Javier Ruiz Caldera’s new comedy begins. Breixo Corral and Pablo Alen, the film’s screenwriters were inspired by a common friend’s true experience and they presented the project to María Angulo, one of the producers of 3 MANY WEDDINGS: “We realized the comedic potential of the story right away and how good it was to give the comical weight to a female protagonist, something which is not that usual in our market.” 
Ruth, the protagonist, portrayed by Inma Cuesta, is unable to say “no”, so she decides to attend all the weddings and the only person she manages to take with her is her new intern (Martín Rivas).
When this screenplay reached Javier Ruiz Caldera, one of the biggest appeals he found in the proposal was the main character: “I have friends in their thirties who are amusing, single, who drink, who smoke, who party, who do crazy things, and who do incredible and very funny things and I don’t see those characters in the movies. One of the things that caught my attention in this screenplay was that it talked about that kind of women, the kind I like to be surrounded by, the ones I fall in love with and the ones I like to see on the screen”.
 The three weddings that Ruth has to face are three personal challenges, three battles she faces with the postmodern antihero spirit. These are three weddings, as unalike as they can be, because Inma Cuesta’s character is kind of chameleonlike in her relationships. She adapts so much to her partners that she loses herself and her three ex can’t be more different from each other: A screwed up surfer (Paco León), a small-town transsexual (Laura Sanchez) and a stupid guy dressed up like a trendy one (Berto Romero).  
Spanish Movie and Ghost Academy’s director stresses that 3 MANY WEDDINGS is a romantic comedy, but “comedy itself”, with teasing, crazy and kind of surreal moments. For this, he has referents that reveal some classicism, like those Alexander Payne’s comedies or others on a more transgressor or irreverent line, like those from Judd Apatow.
One of the project’s biggest challenges was to find the leading actress. Someone with the comedian touch needed for portraying Ruth’s character. And that was Inma Cuesta. The director, Ruiz Caldera considers a “discovery” Inma Cuesta’s ability for comedy, who was known already for the TV show “Aguila Roja” or movies such as “Primos” or “La Voz Dormida”, for which she was nominated for the Goya Award for best leading actress. “There’s a big comedian in Inma Cuesta and we are lucky that is 3 MANY WEDDINGS the first one to exploit that aspect of hers”. Inma Cuesta herself admits that she has been willing to do a comedy for a long time: “I’m such a clown, I’m always joking around, I love laughing, I like people who laugh at themselves and I like making people laugh. Until now, I had only had the chance to play dramatic roles”. Indeed, even in the comedy “Primos” the role she played, the protagonist’s first love, was not comical, it was Quim Gutiérrez’s serious and mature counterpoint.

The actress adds that when she joined the project she was really looking forward to it “it was like a dream, but on the other hand, I was little bit scared because it was something I had never done before. Comedy has a rhythm and a very particular process and I have learned it with Javi in this movie”. Inma Cuesta was immediately tempted by Ruth’s character: “She is a charismatic girl, although she is not aware of it and she is driven by the circumstances and the people. She is never in the right time and place: She is always lost, a fish out of the water… But she has the ability to laugh at herself in the awful situations she comes across”. According to the film’s director, Javier Ruiz Caldera, “nowadays it seems like in movies the female role has to be the subordinate to the romantic male hero and I believe it’s much stronger to have a female character as the lead in a crazy, enjoyable and fun comedy with an important romantic ground. And Ruth is just that: a clumsy, crazy… but charming girl”.
Along with Inma Cuesta we have the rest of the ensemble because the movie, as Ruiz Caldera explains, “although it has Ruth in 95 per cent of the shots, it’s still an ensemble film”. Her three ex are played, respectively by, Paco León, Laura Sánchez and Berto Romero, to whom we have to add two more guys, Quim Gutiérrez and Martín Rivas who will play an important part in Ruth’s story. The story is also sprinkled with hilarious secondary characters portrayed by Rossy de Palma, Silvia Abril, Joaquín Reyes or María Botto, amongst others.

If it’s true that your friends or your ex define you, in Ruth’s case, to talk about her boys is to talk about her insecurities. Ruth, determined to always please her ex to the extreme, she has a list of quite assorted ex. Paco Leon, after his experience behind the camera, comes back before it as Mikel, the outdated, party guy crazy for the waves. He admits that “even directing” he hasn’t stop being an actor, which is what he most enjoys: “We’ve worked very comfortably, making proposals to the director and discussing one to one. Javi is a calm guy, it’s easy to talk with him and that’s essential to communicate security. He is a fan, he makes you feel he likes what you are doing, that he enjoys what the actors propose and that’s great”.

Laura Sánchez gives us the most lovable ex, Alex, who after his sex change, considers Ruth almost like a sister. The director claims, “that it’s the most beautiful transsexual in the history of cinema”. The model and actress explains that Alex “is not a transvestite or transsexual, she’s a woman, but she has a little problem with the hormones, and no one really knows how she’s going to react”.

Completing this ex trio, is Berto Romero who plays Pedro, who the actor himself describes as stupid: “he is the typical guy who thinks he is indie, interesting, cool… and in the end he is the most conservative guy in the world”. Berto Romero, who had an acting incursion as a smurf in “Spanish Movie”, considers the role he plays in 3 MANY WEDDINGS as his true film baptism. “I wanted to work with Javi and the screenplay won me over. The movie has this transgressor and fun edge that is very well managed, just as a well-dressed salad”.

The other men that hang around in Ruth’s universe are Dani and Jonas. Martín Rivas plays Dani, Ruth’s unfortunate intern, who is forced to go with his boss to all the weddings. The actor describes his character as “a guy with chronic lack of concern, idle and who becomes a kind of squire for the protagonist”. Martín Rivas doesn’t spare praise to the director or the movie: “I thought it was a really well written comedy, with fun moments and with great dialogues. I loved Javier Ruiz Caldera’s work. Javi was a great discovery: his work and him on a personal level has exceeded all expectations”. 

Ruth’s other boy is Quim Gutiérrez, who plays Jonás, a successful surgeon who apparently fulfills all the requirements to be Ruth’s ideal partner. Inma Cuesta says she is thrilled to be again with Quim: “I’m happy to meet again with him because we have a connection, we look at each other and we understand each other and that’s is beautiful. Quim is an incredible actor I admire, he is my friend. It’s really been a gift to encounter him again”. 

Also, Quim, confesses that he asked Ruiz Caldera if he could participate in his next movie after he left Ghost Academy’s premiere really thrilled and he lavish praise towards his colleague: “The character fits Inma because it’s a beautiful woman who is capable of laughing at herself and for me that’s a required attribute for the leading role in a comedy. Actually we all have that clumsy aspect, we all stumble into things we shouldn’t, the key is if you hide it or if you turn it into a virtue”.
For 3 MANY WEDDINGS, Ruiz Caldera has surrounded himself by some of his trustworthy team, such as his Director of Photography, Arnau Valls, who has been there since the beginning of his career: “Javi makes this blend of humor between the classic American and his roots of Baix Llobregat… We were looking for the American comedy aesthetic, with a classic language, with the simplicity of the frame, the nearness of the camera to the actor, composition, frontal and simplicity of the image”. In this sense, Ruiz Caldera, stresses, that this being a comedy  what he searched with the photography and the design was “that the film would be bright, colorful, for it to be vitalist… But at the same time we are talking about people in their thirties, and people in that kind of maturity, so I wanted a ground of reality in that sense. Shooting in beaches when winter was coming gave us this romantic, special light.

Both the cast and crew agree that 3 MANY WEDDINGS is a flick that gives good vibes and that helps with the synergies between everybody. One of the difficulties of having a movie with three weddings was to achieve different universes in each wedding, because Ruth’s ex have nothing to do with each other. In the words of producer María Angulo “The weddings’ environment and iconography involved an appealing and unexploited background that added another distinguishing and key element in our proposal”. Production Designer, Silvia Steinbecht, points out that one of the goals was to achieve that Ruth always had to look out of place to contribute to the comedy: “Each wedding has its own color and all the details, like the graphic art or the invitations go in line with it: Mikel’s wedding is blue, Alex’s fuchsia, and Pedro’s green… Everything goes directly linked so you know the moment you’re at and at the same time, the costume design goes against it. When everything is pink, she wears blue, when everything is blue, she wears pink… The contrast already gives us that comical feature”. 

Ruiz Caldera concludes that “the personal challenge was to make a comedy in which you would be laughing but with real characters, that talk about things that happen to people, like being out of place in this world, sentimentally lost or not completely satisfied in your job; to talk about this with a reality ground and to manage emotion and laughter at the same time”.

In short, three ex-boyfriends for three weddings. A wild combination for Ruth, who will have to decide how to face the ghosts of her past and decide with whom she wants to share her future with.
3 MANY WEDDINGS is an Apaches Entertainment (The Impossible, The End, Intruders), Think Studio (Ghost Academy, Spanish movie), Ciskul (Ghost Academy, Spanish movie) and Antena 3 Films (Fin, Tengo ganas de ti, Fuga de cerebros) production with the collaboration of Warner Bros. Pictures Spain and the participation of Canal Plus and ONO.
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