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“it’s all about soul beauty, it’s a beauty contest of mothers, so dear georgian mothers please keep on 
smiling.” georgia, tbilisi, 2010… mother’s beauty contest... winner will get an apartment and 25000$. 
ten mothers, with seven of them belonging to the poorest population layer, will desperately try to win...
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some years ago while shooting a documentary about street 
children, i discovered an unusual orphanage called “bediani”, 
where not only children are taken in, but their homeless 
parents as well. 
at bediani i met tamari, a very beautiful and intelligent woman, 
the mother of seven children, who told me she had participated in 
a beauty contest for mothers. as i listened to her story, my feelings 
went from one extreme to another. it was such a tragic, painful tale 
but also so absurd that i could hardly keep from laughing. i knew 
immediately that i was going to make a film out of it.
“keep smiling” is a touching story, a vast reservoir of pain 
told with wry humor, a tale of ten georgian women taking part 
in a beauty contest for mothers. 
the media and contest organizers exploit the tragic lives of 
these georgian women. everything is part of a show designed 
to entertain the audience. the beauty contest, which appears 
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to be a promising and happy event at first, gradually becomes 
a hell. it takes place in post-soviet georgia, which is trying to 
rebuild itself after countless revolutions and ethnic wars.
for me it has always been interesting to see how people 
behave in an extreme situation, how it makes them do things 
they would never have imagined possible. the film is about 
what we need most: it is about dignity, about the need to be 
respected and about respecting yourself. 
the film shows how easy it is to become a puppet in someone’s 
hands and how hard it is to maintain self-respect. does the 
end really justify the means? and does winning at the price of 
losing your dignity make you happy? how can you forgive your 
own weaknesses and those of your loved ones? how can you 
find the strength to carry on after such humiliation? 
this is a social movie, with dynamic editing and hints of comic, 
if not cynical, political absurdity underlying the main theme. 
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