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SYNOPSIS
18-year-old Lake has a sweet activist girlfriend, 
but one day discovers he has an unusual 
attraction for the elderly. Fate conspires to land 
him a summer job at a nursing home where he 
develops a tender relationship with Mr. Peabody. 
Discovering that the patients are being over-
medicated to make them easier to manage, Lake 
decides to wean Mr. Peabody off this medication 
and help him escape, resulting in a humorous and 
heartfelt road trip that strengthens their bond.

The always provocative Bruce LaBruce is back with a 
new romantic comedy (of sorts).



INTERVIEW  WITH  BRUCE  LABRUCE
How did you come to the idea of a romance between a young man and an elderly?

Over the years I’ve encountered a number of young people with very specific 
fetishes involving relationships with much older people, and it’s always 
intrigued me. I’ve been told stories, most often by younger men, of their first 
sexual experience having been with a man in his sixties or older, and there 
always seemed to be a pedagogical aspect to the relationship, as well as a 
deep affection. Sometimes it’s a one time thing, but sometimes the fetish 
seems to persist. I also made a film, Hustler White, about male prostitutes and 
their relationships to their often much older johns. The straight-identified, “gay 
for pay” hustlers sometimes develop very strong sexual and emotional bonds 
with their older clients, who give them money or other support in exchange for 
sex. For Gerontophilia, I wanted to create a character with some of these same 
impulses, but who isn’t doing it for the money. In that sense I’ve configured him 
as a kind of saint.

Why did you choose to apply the traditional codes of rom-com to this very 
original subject?

My films, no matter how extreme or pornographic, have always had an intense 
strain of romanticism running through them. Whether it’s the relationship 
between a hairdresser and a skinhead, or a hustler and a john, the attachments 
are emotional and romantic, even when there is a very specific and sometimes 
extreme and taboo fetish involved. So I’ve always played somewhat ironically 
with rom-com conventions. With Gerontophilia I wanted to engage these 
conventions even further, and with a more subtle sense of irony. I also always 
like to work within the conventions of a particular genre (pornography, horror, 
etc.) and somehow push it to some extreme or unexpected territory.

 

Does age matter when you are in love?

Significant age gap relationships between consenting adults transgress a very 
strong cultural taboo, so the people in such relationships must have a powerful 
and committed attachment to each other if they are willing to put up with all the 
disapproval and hostility directed toward them. Sometimes it’s perhaps a more 
sexual dynamic at play - that is, a fetish - and sometimes it involves power and 
money, but I think it usually involves love and emotional attachment as well. 

Does this film mark a new departure for you?

Gerontophilia is a departure for me inasmuch as it doesn’t have any sexually 
explicit content. My previous work has generally involved the intersection 
of art and porn, but with this film I wanted to work in a more mainstream 
idiom, specifically referencing certain rom-com conventions and seventies 
independent and art film aesthetics. Some of my favourite films are seventies 
indie and/or art films that were widely distributed but which had radical or 
controversial content. Gerontophilia has presented me with my first opportunity 
to work within the framework of the film industry proper - it’s my first film 
funded by mainstream funding agencies, and my first union picture! - and with 
a somewhat significantly larger budget. 



SELECTIVE FILMOGRAPHY

FEATURES  

2013  Gerontophilia
2010 L.A. Zombie  
2008  Otto; or, Up with Dead People
2004         The Raspberry Reich
1998 Skin Flick  
1996 Hustler White  
1994 Super 8 1/2
1991 No Skin Off My Ass

SHORTS

2010 Weekend In Alphaville 
2009 The Bad Breast; or, The Strange Case of Theda Lange  
2008 Give Piece of Ass a Chance
1988 I Know What It’s Like to be Dead
1988 Slam!
1987 boy/Girl
1987 bruce and Pepper Wayne Gacy’s Home Movies

BRUCE  LA BRUCE - DIRECTOR

Bruce LaBruce is a Toronto based filmmaker, writer, director, photographer, 
and artist. He began his career in the mid eighties making a series of short 
experimental super 8 films and co-editing a punk fanzine called J.D.s, which 
begat the queercore movement. 

He has directed and starred in three feature length movies, NO SKIN OFF MY ASS 
(1991), SUPER 8 1/2 (1994) and HUSTLER WHITE (1996).He has also written 
and directed three art/porn  features, SKIN FLICK (2000) THE RASPBERRY REICH 
(2004), and L.A. Zombie (2010), and the independent feature OTTO; OR, UP 
WITH DEAD PEOPLE (2008). Bruce LaBruce has written a premature memoir 
entitled The Reluctant Pornographer, from Gutter Press. The Plug-In Gallery in 
Winnipeg, Canada published a book on his work, Ride Queer Ride, in 1998. 
Queer Frame, a division of Atlantide Entertainment, published a book of his 
image-based work, Bruce(x)ploitation, in Italy in 2011.

In the past several years, Bruce LaBruce has written and directed three 
theatrical productions: Cheap Blacky (2007), The Bad Breast; or, The Strange 
Case of Theda Lange (2009) and Macho Family Romance (2009). 

Bruce LaBruce was a contributing editor and frequent writer and photographer 
for Index magazine, and he has also been a regular contributor to Eye and 
Exclaim magazines, Dutch, Vice, The National Post, Nerve.com and Black 
Book. As a fashion photographer he has contributed stories to such magazines 
as Dazed and Confused, Bon, Tank, Têtu, Fake, Attitude, Blend, Tokion, Purple 
Fashion, and The National Post.  

Bruce LaBruce had his first solo show of photographs presented by the 
Alleged Gallery in New York in December 1999. He has had subsequent solo 
exhibits of his photographs in Vancouver, Milano, Toronto, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Porto, Barcelona and New York. LaBruce’s latest exhibit of all-new 
photographs, entitled “Obscenity”, premiered in Madrid at La Fresh Gallery on 
Feb 17th, 2012.

In 2010 LaBruce directed two episodes of the ARTE documentary series 
Into the Night with…, one featuring Harmony Korine and Gaspar Noé, the 
other featuring Béatrice Dalle and Virginie Despentes. He also directed his first 
opera, an adaptation of Arnold Schoenberg’s Pierrot Lunaire, in Berlin in 2011. 
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